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This building was completed in 1861 as 
the second house of worship for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church (South) in 
Suffolk. Their previous church had been 
located just to the north of this one. 
During the Union occupation of Suffolk 
the church was used as a hospital by Union 
forces. After the War the building was used 
for services until 1916 when the present 
Main Street Methodist Church was 
completed. | 

Some time after 1916 two brothers, 
Junious Fenton Rawls (known as J.F.) and 
Leslie Hermon Rawls (known as L.H.), 
purchased the structure. In a dramatic 
renovation they made six large apartments. 
Another renovation has occurred in the 
last five years creating twelve apartments. 
It ss now, * called the’ Main Street 
Apartments. 
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A note about the Rawls brothers- 

They were two of the thirteen 
children of David Nathaniel (Nat) and 
Annie Cofer Rawls. Mr. Rawls grew up at 
Cleopas near Holy Neck in Nansemond 
County. He was a veteran of the War 
Between the States. Legend has it that he 
met his future bride when he stopped in 
Windsor to rest on his long walk home at 
the end of the War. 

During the Depression J. F. was 
offered a job in Nashville Tennessee as 
Secretary of the Foreign Mission Board of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church South so 
he left Suffolk. L. H. and his family moved 
into one of the apartments. He worked for 
Amedeo Obici and built some of the 
Planters Peanut Company buildings that 
are scheduled for demolition now. 

Thanks to Dr. L. H. Rawls, Jr. 


Capt. Thaddeus Williams 
Nansemond County 


LIST OF MEMBERS OF THADDEUS G. WILLIAMS, 
Company E, 59th Reg. C. S. A. 
(This was the list as of November, 1860, ready to be 
mustered in the service. Nansemond County, Virginia. 
Civil War). 6th Virginia Infantry, Nansemond County 
Company 

Thad G. Williams, Captain 

Samuel Eley, First Lieutenant 

William H. Babb, Second Lieutenat 





Ashburn, T. J. Dildy, Elisha Joyner, William, Sr. Nelms, Jas. M. Redd, James 

Archer, Stephen Daughtrey, William T. King, Jessee Norfleet, N. G. Rodgers, Jonothan 
Archer, Godwin Eley, Richard Luke, Robt. J. Norfleet, Riddick Richards, Dempsey 
Archer, Calvin Eley, Samuel Luke, Isaac P. Nelms, Archibald Saunders, Joseph, Jr._ 


Ayers, William 
Archer, Hilliard 
Ashburn, S. K. 
Ashburn, Addison 
Atkinson, Thos. W. 
Archer, William 
Archer, Solomon 
Ashburn, Elisha 
Benthal, John A. 
Bartlett, Robt. J. 
Bidgood, William G. 


Eley, William C. 
Fulgham, Joseph 
Fulgham, John 
Griggs, John 
Garner, Benj. 
Goodson, William A. 
Gray, Redwell 
Griggs, Hillory 
Griggs, Benj. 
Goodson, Geo. 
Harrison, Jas. W. 


Luke, William J. 
Luke, Jas. W. 
Luke, Hilliard W. 
Luke, Washington 
Lassiter, Thos. 
Luke, Isaac W. 
Luke, John G. 
Luke, Issac G. 
Luke, Daniel 
Murphee, Jas. R. 
McClenny, John D. 


Oliver, Mathew 
Oliver, John 
Oliver, Jas. 
Pruden, John C. 
Phillips, Henry T. 
Powell, Allen 
Powell, Chas. W. 
Peck, Jas. F. 
Pruden, N. E. 
Phillips, Edwin E. 
Pruden, Aaron, Sr. 


Saunders, Thos. J. 
Smith, Albert 
Savage, Laban E: 
Sykes, Benj. J. 
Saunders, Jos., Sr. 
Taylor, Kedar 
Turner, John 


Turner, Adkins W., Sr. 


Wills, Henry W. 
Whitley, Geo. W. 
Willis, Harrison P. 


Bartlett, Thos. Hall, George Mathias, Edwin J. Pruden, Jas. G. Wright, Patrick H. 
Bunting, G. W. Holland, Jas. R. Murphee, Jos. M. Phillips, William C. Watkins, Darden J. 
Briggs, Merritt Haynes, Samuel O. Murpheey, Josiah Phillips, N. P. Wright, William D. 
Benthal, Ayell Holland, Job Moody, William Rodgers, Levi T. Wright, Stephen B. 
Bartlett, William Joyner, William, Jr. Marble, Etheldred Redd, Wiley Wright, Sylvester 
Corbitt, Jas. T. Johnson, Jas. P. Marble, Robert Roberts, Calvin Williams, W. G. 
Crecy, Samuel Johnson, Isiah Nelms, Michael M Richards, W. E. Williams, H. K. 
Draper, William W. Johnson, Mills B. Norfleet, Augustus B. Riddick, Solomon Wright, Belson W. 
Darden, Jas. Johnson, Eli B. Norfleey, Kinsey Rawles, Elisha of E 
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and cannot hear, will you please be kind enough to write fne all the news of any importance from Suffolk, and Gaal. 
Longstreets Army. We were expecting to be with Genl. L. but were disappointed in deed when the order was 
Countemanded we are very comfortably situated in Spotsylvania County on the Raaeahanneck River about three miles 
from the United States fort where the Enemy is pected to crop at; but we are not expecting any fight at this time up 
here, but believe the theater of war is changed to some other point farther South than we are. We have no news of any 
importance in camp at present, but I do sincerely hope that we may soon get news of the surrender of Suffolk and the 
whole Yankee Army to Geni. Longstreets forces. Please write me all the news from the entire Community of 
Nansemond, and say what Col. W. Eley is about, I pity him for he is inclined to despond, I think; and will be entirely 
outdone in this time of War and trouble, but I trust the renewal of hope may ive him Consolation, and that he may 
not be so desponding in future. I am very glad to know that you and your family succeeded in getting out of the lines 
of the hated Validale for you never wou Wave seen any pleasure as long as you remained subject to their insults, and 
under their Iron rule for it seems to me, that they are the most detestable set of beings that God in his wisdom has ever 

to inhabit this Earth; and I am in hopes that the time will soon come when we shall get rid of them entirely from 
our once peaceful and happy Homes. We have suffered a great deal during the past Winter in Our Tents on the wet 
ground and lying out in the woods in Cold open air when on precinct duty, but we are quite Comfortably Situated at 
this time; the Spring seems late in putting forth up m this section of Country, the peach trees are just in Bloom ood 
and the Farmers have just Commenced to plow their land and prepare for a crop, nothing more of any interest. Please 
write as soon as you may receive this letter. Give my love to the Family, accept my most sincere regards, 
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Petersburg June 23rd 1864 
Mrs. Mary J. Williams 
My Dear Sister 

Your dear husband has fallen. It is a most painful duty 
to perform. A painful communication to make to you. May 
the Lord give you grace to hear it and bare it with 
Christian fortitude. But so unexpected will it fall upon you. 
Only two days ago I forwarded a letter to you for him on 
Saturday evening his regiment arrived here. I met them 
and walked with him though I never saw him look better 
and more cheerful. He went immediately to the breast 
works and I spent Sunday afternoon with him. Yesterday 
at 2:00 he wrote me and in one hair afterwards was 
ordered to charge the works of the enemy. And in the 
charge was killed. A minnie ball passed through his head 
above the right eye and he died immediately. He was 
brought back to the works a mile distance and I procured 
a neat coffin and went immediately after him. Mr. Nathl. 
Riddick accompanying me. We found him after 9:00 
o’clock at night and brought him into town and deposited 
the body in Dr. Kilby’s office at the South Carolina 
Hospital over his remains we all wept, because a brave and 
good man had fallen. I wept because he was my most 
intimate and my brave friend and we all wept when we 
thought of you and your dear little children. 

Alas, your dear husband is no more among mortals. I 
would to day have tried to take his body to you, but the 
enemy have possession of the road between here and 
Weldon and there is no chance of getting it to you. I could 
not have him buried at (Blandford) cemetery because the 


shells were falling all around then so I had a grave dug at 
the Fair Grounds two miles west of the City then I buried 
him. I had a neat coffin and enclosed in a strong box. My 
wife arranged his body in the coffin, placed a pillow under 
his head washed his death cold face and wept over him for 
you. Mr. Nea. W. (Hannaford) went with me to the grave. 
I prayed and laid him away to rest the cannons roaring in 
our ears the whole time. His grave is marked and at some 
future time his body can be carried home if you desire it. 
I have his sword, hat and will try to procure his clothes 
that have not yet arrived here. 

I hope you have tried to prepare yourself for this sad 
event and that God may give you grace to bare it. May it 
ever be gratifying to you to know that he perform his dutys 
faithfully and died a Christian indeed. I send you a copy 
of the _ containing __of his death. He has also been 
mentioned with Honor by the daily papers. He wore in 
death the same placid smile that he carried when living. 
Near him sleeps the body of (poor) Francis E. Jones who 
was killed in the same charge. I write his dear wife today. 
Wm. P. Wright was also killed and had to bury him in the 
field but procured a good coffin for him. 

Be assured you have the sympathy of us all and the 
dear children also. My wife clipped from his whiskers a 
bunch which I enclose you. He had just had his hair cut so 
clean that a lock could not be obtained. May the Lord 
Bless You. 


Yours in Christ 
W. B. Wellons 


Captain Thad Williams 


Thaddeus Grashaw Williams, son of Moses and 


Elfreda Jordan Williams, was born in Nansemond, 
Virginia, in 1825 or 1826; In 1847 he married Mary 
Josaphene (Polly) Person (b 1829 Isle of Wight 
County). He was killed on June 22, 1864, at Wilcox 


Farm near Petersburg. 


Thad and his wife and children lived in a house 
that Thad built on a farm at the junction of 
Pitchkettle and (Lake) Kilby Roads. They did not 
have many years together before duty called him 


away to fight. 





He saw his only son, Joseph Thaddeus (b. 1862) 


only once that is known. He told his wife to take good care of their son as someday he might 
have to take care of her. Capt. Thad was killed when Joe was two years old. 

His wife, Polly, was left with four children ages 2 to 16, a few faithful former slaves, and 
some worthless Confederate money. But the land kept them fed and somehow they managed 
through the terrible years of reconstruction. 

The Captain’s remains were brought from Petersburg after the war and he was buried on 
the farm as was his wife when she died in 1907. In recent years, their graves were moved to 
Bethlehem Church cemetery (as that was the church they attended). Their house still stands 
in a pecan grove near Pitchkettle Road. 

Capt. Thad and Grandma Polly have numerous descendants in Suffolk and the 
surrounding area. Many are members of this Society, most notably Betsy Williams Brothers, 
our President and their great granddaughter. 


Officers 1994-95 


Present hsmse esi. ono. 
Betsy Brothers 
539-6312 


Vice President 
Sue Woodward 
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Past President 


Corresponding Secretary 
Gay Birdsong 


Recording Secretary ... 
Melissa Odom 


‘eke ASUKGTe YS .. . 6 cles 
Dorothy Williams 


ELISEO Rat. co tac. 6 Fees, 
Marion Watson 


Standing Committees 
Membershipase 2. 1... 
Mary Lawrence Harrell 


PUDHCATIONHS' .c<. cabs oo 
Marion Watson 


Newsletter... ee 
Sue Woodward 


Christmas Candlelight Tour 
Pat Snyder 


Did You Know? 


St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
is celebrating 350 years in the 


upper Parish of Nansemond. 


Dr. W. B. Wellons 
established Suffolk Christian 
Church in 1860. 





Note From The President 


Onur business meeting and dinner in the woods at Lee Jordon 
Clubhouse was well attended and fun. Not only did we tend to 
necessary business but we were nicely entertained by several 
members and guest. Perhaps the highlight of the evening was Dr. 
Catherine Dennis’ amusing rendition of Suffolk’s first public 
transportation. This system was established in 1891 by Dr. Dennis’ 
father and consisted of horse drawn trolleys. It was not successful 
and after a few years was discontinued. Judge James C. Godwin 
talked to us about the new courts building and stressed the 
importance of contacting our council members to urge them to 
locate this facility downtown. Time is of the essence, so please make 
your calls or write to these representatives soon. Bob Chisom, 
Executive Director of the Suffolk Downtown Association, provided 
us with an encouraging update on downtown activity. Andy Damiani 
and Sammy Carter were kind enough to share their ideas and 
concerns about the future of Suffolk. 

The Edenton Tour was a complete sellout and we enjoyed a 
wonderful day full of sunshine, beautiful gardens, history, good food 
and companionship. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Peggy Anne 
Vaughan, our hostess and tour guide. These trips are great fun and 
we ll plan another one for the Fall. 

Please join us on June 13th for a rare opportunity to spend an 
evening with Governor and Mrs. Mills E. Godwin and Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. B. Stuart, [V. What honor and privilege it is to have them as 
our guests. Mr. Stuart will talk to us about the formative years of his 
great grandfather, General J. E. B. Stuart. Books containing letters 
written by General Stuart and General Mosby will be available for 
purchase after the dinner meeting. 

It is with joy that I report the 1994 Christmas Candlelight Tour 
is well underway. We'll be back in town this year and this tour 
should be another wonderful one. We are very excited ‘and are most 
grateful to the gracious homeowners. Details will be in the next 
newsletter. 

In order for our organization to be more effective it is 
compulsory that we involve more members and create additional 
active committees. Would you please review the enclosed 
committees list, consider your interest and mail it back as soon as 
possible. We need you badly and most of all, Suffolk needs you! 

At the March business meeting officers were elected for 1994- 
1996. The "old" officers agreed to be nominated and were reelected 
for another term. I thank you all for giving your time and energy for 
this cause. 3 

Over the next two years Sue Woodward will be responsible for 
our newsletters. Thank you Sue for keeping us informed and for the 
interesting articles about Suffolk’s history. 

Have a happy summer and I hope to see you June 13th. 


Betsy W. Brothers 


